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ABSTRACT

Sheikh Ayaz considered only greatest poets of Sindhi literature, but the reality is in
opposite. This thesis challenges the common perception by shedding light on his skills not
only as a poet but also as a prose writer, particularly in autobiographies and editorials. As a
result, I've chosen the title "Research Study of the Content Published in the Sheikh Ayaz
Numbers of the Monthly Magazine 'Suhni™ for my M. Phil thesis.

This thesis explores 420 pages content published in the renowned magazine "Suhni”
in its Sheikh Ayaz No. 1 and 2, in which notably, 59 esteemed Sindhi authors of that era
have written about Sheikh Ayaz's literary work. Not all of those contributions are research-
oriented, but also some of them look like research papers with proper references. This
research aims to provide readers with a clear understanding of Sheikh Ayaz's vision and
thought as expressed by prominent writers of his time. In Addition, this research thesis will
offer valuable insights to scholars, students, and readers interested in this field.

The thesis is built on the hypothesis that the material in the "Suhni" magazine's
Sheikh Ayaz numbers holds a fundamental position in the realm of 'Ayaz Shanasi." The
research supports this hypothesis, revealing that "Suhni* was not merely a monthly
magazine of its time but a literary movement that played a significant role in promoting
various aspects of Sindhi literature. The Sheikh Ayaz numbers of Suhni magzine, in
particular, are instrumental in 'Ayaz Shanasi' as they feature contributions from renowned

Sindhi writers, whose words are held in high esteem.

Remarkably, out of the 59 authors in the Suhni Sheikh Ayaz numbers, only three
have criticaly share their opinions on Sheikh Ayaz's work. These criticisms are refuted by
well-known writers within the same magazine, substantiating Sheikh Ayaz's stature. The
"Sheikh Ayaz Numbers™ in "Suhni" magazine offer substantial documentary evidence for

'‘Ayaz Shahnasi' and hold an indisputable historical significance.

This research thesis presents meticulously gathered and organized literary research
material, making it a valuable document for scholars and a resource for future research on
Sheikh Ayaz's art and thoughts. While Sheikh Ayaz's poetry is a treasured part of Sindhi
literature, 'Ayaz Shanasi' is an ever-growing field, exemplified by the annual "Ayaaz Melo™

celebrated in December in Hyderabad.



| embarked on this topic to critically examine these writings through the lens of
literary research, unveiling their significance to a wider audience, including general readers,
students, teachers, and scholars. This research reveals the creative aspects of Sheikh Ayaz's
poetry and prose and incorporates the perspectives of his contemporaries, critics, and fellow
writers on his personality, art, and thoughts. | anticipate that this research will spark new
areas of exploration in the study of Sheikh Ayaz's thoughts and offer fresh perspectives to
researchers. To the best of my knowledge, no previous research has been conducted on
"Suhni Sheikh Ayaz No. 1 and 2" except by an M. Phil student named "Sadaf Memon" from
Karachi University, who is researching the "Literary Role of Suhni Magazine,” a topic
distinct from my chosen title.

The thesis is structured into five chapters to guide readers systematically through the
content. The introductory chapter provides an overview of the thesis, its hypothesis, and
other essential components. The second chapter presents Sheikh Ayaz's profile and a
comprehensive list of books authored by him, as referenced in Suhni Sheikh Ayaz numbers.
The third chapter delves into the prose material featured in these numbers, while the fourth
chapter explores the poetry content. The fifth and final chapter presents the research
findings, and the thesis concludes with a bibliography, listing the books, magazines,

research papers, libraries, scholars, and references used in this thesis.

Throughout this research, the principles of literary research have been strictly
adhered to. Material relevant to the subject has been sourced from books, magazines,
websites, and other credible sources. The thesis has been organized following the required
order, and the MLA (Modern Literature Association) citation method has been employed to
establish connections between the content presented in this thesis and the corresponding

references from books, magazines, websites, interviews, and other sources.
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«Your brilliant and wise assessment of the world situation must
prove an eye-opener specially to the peoples of South Asia. Yours is the
towering intelligence inherited from your August father shaheed Bhutto,

who was a great champion of social justice in the third world”

Shaikh Ayaz
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