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PAKISTAN STUDY CENTRE, UNIVERSITY OF SINDH, JAMSHORO

PROCEEDINGS

The international conference was opened with the recitation of Holy Quran. In his
welcome note Professor Dr Shuja Ahmed Mahesar, Director Pakistan Study Centre gave
brief introduction about Pakistan Study Centre that the Centre is established under the
Act of Parliament 1976 and it is engaged in the study of languages, literatures, social
structures, customs, attitudes and motivation of people of various regions of Pakistan.
Its mission is to work with strong commitment to knowledge dissemination to the
quality education and provision of high-quality courses to the chorts of students
wishing to expand their skills at all levels.

: ~ Pakistan Study Centre g
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“rng Day International l‘.‘onttmut?!‘
F-unmaic and Social History of Siuih

Professor Dr. Shuja Ahmed Mahesar, Director Pakistan Study Centre said that
Sindh is one of the ancient regions of the world. The ancient archaeological site of
Moen-Jo-Daro provides evidence that the Indus Civilization was a sister of Egyptian
and Mesopotamian Civilizations.

He further added that the name of Sindh is derived from river Indus which has
remained major source of drinking and irrigation water in Sindh throughout
Centuries. Before the twentieth Century river was used as a trade route for local
and foreign traders. This attracted foreign expeditions including the British. When
the British came along the river, the local people sagaciously predicted that Sindh
has now gone. The English have seen the river which is the road to its conquest.

Dr. Mahesar further said that in the early Nineteenth Century the physical features
of Sindh and failure on the part of its past rulers to utilize the river Indus adequately
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for the benefit of agriculture stalled agricultural progress. The canals of the river
did not guaranteed enough water for crops. There was no mechanism to control the
mighty river at the time of rains, when huge quantities of water passed through the
canals. It caused floods which destroyed crops and human entire settlements.

Dr. Shuja Ahmed Mahesar added that these uncertain condltlons of llfe dependent
on the river disappointed some historians including Burton who described Sindh as
Unhappy Valley. Problems were arisen because Sindh was as yet largely unmapped.
Most records were based on fictional accounts rather than scientific investigation.
These records came from travellers. They lacked careful examination of its deserts,
hills, climate, fertile soil and agricultural wealth and mineral resources. Historical
accounts presented by Arab historians and Europeans gave incomplete picture of
Sindh. The writings lacked analysis of social and economic and political conditions.
Their views were coloured by political motives.

The fictional routes of historical expedition to the discovery of ancient Sindh did not
sufficiently satisfy the truth-seeker historians. Thus, it was maintained that Sindh
was unfortunate in its record because it was argued that her written records buried
the truth of other Centuries in fiction.

However, picture of Sindh at the time of the first English attempts to connect with
Sindh in the Seventeenth Century suggest that Sindh was an economically
prosperous region. . In 1607 the desire of East India Company to extend trade
activities to Sindh is evidence for commercial importance of Sindh for the British. In
1613, Captain Paynton arrived at Thatta and described the city as one of the most
celebrated marts of India. In addition, Abbott quotes Terry, the Chaplain of Sir
Thomas Roe who described the valley as very fruitful and pleasant... rich and fertile.
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At the end Professor Dr Shuja Mahesar added that in this conference, I hope we
would be able know about the major aspects of history of Sindh including the British
conquest of Sindh its impact on economic and social history. We will also learn
about the role of British in the making of Sindh. This conference will also increase
our understanding of economic history and history of major Archaeological sites of
Sindh.

Professor Dr Fateh Muhammad Burfat Vice Chancellor university of Sindh Jamshoro
said that practices of blaming the federal government for all ills and shortcomings were
not conducive and a different track needed to be adopted, adding that a more
conciliatory and cooperative path might perhaps produce better results rather than an
adversarial and confrontational avenue that had not worked in the past. Dr Burfat
further said that growth strategy for future development included improved
governance and institutional capacity of provincial and district governments by
enhancing accountability, transparency and rule of law.

The Honourable Vice Chancellor further added that the higher allocations should be
given to backward districts while incentives should be provided to advanced districts
to mobilize resources on their own. Public-private partnership should be encouraged
for investment in infrastructure and human development.



Engineer Shafique Ahmed Mahesar, Commission Sukkur
Division who was the Chief Guest, said that Sindh possessed
rich socio-cultural profile, heritage and glory, but due to
continually deteriorating values and standards, it had fallen
on hard times for which they all needed to work hard to
ameliorate the situation.

Dr Sarah Ansari, Renowned historians from Royal Holloway University of London UK
said that Karachi as a port city remained academic, economic, social, trade and
commercial hub of British Indian colonial empire with hlghest cotton and wheat
exports. I 3!

She opined that the notion that Karachi was merely a small
town was not correct as Karachi had thrived as an energetic, y
pulsating urban habitat in connectivity with the world @}
through rail, water and air transportation and
communication.

Dr Sarah further said that I argue for Sindh to have enjoyed
happy times before during and after colonial period
punctuated by World War-II, advent of information
technology and communication revolution. She added that :
in current times, Sindh was facing intimidating challenges of dlscouragmg socio-
economic indicators in the face of population explosion and a host of other problems.

Professor Humyun Ansari dilating upon ‘History: Its role and significance’ said that
there was greater need for documenting and archiving of more history about Sindhi
F 41 diaspora residing in Britain. ‘Historians need to draw
2 educated conclusion, draw new meaningful, original,
- interpretive and conceptual historical lines based on
irrefutable evidence rather than merely joining dots
mechanically on the basis of random guesswork’.

Professor Humyun observed that facts did not speak for
themselves; they needed to be told by historians. He added
that historians needed to illustrate historical records
conscientiously. ‘Historical facts cannot be observed directly
without medication of historians who need to reconstruct
those facts using their insightful non-fictional imagination’.
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_— Professor Aijaz Qureshi said reason for weak economic
/i growth despite an urbanized, educated population had
been declining productivity. That was despite the fact that
contribution of manufacturing and services to gross
domestic product (GDP) recorded an increase during this
§ period while agricultural employment in Sindh had
! remained stagnant and agriculture’s contribution to the
GDP had dropped.

He further said that labour productivity in agriculture had
remained low and steady in Sindh in the past decade.
Productivity in industry and services had started to
decline in the past three years after rising for most of the past decade, implying that
reallocation of labour was not transpiring according to classical economic growth
theory.

Towards the end, Prof. Dr. Zareen Abbasi, Dean Faculty of
Social Sciences, University of Sindh Jamshoro presented vote
of thanks and appreciated the speeches for their
participation in the International Conference. She also
thanked the learned speakers, scholars, guests and students,
for their participation in the Conference and for making the
international conference a great success. She particularly
appreciated the contribution of the staff and students of the
Pakistan Study Centre, University of Sindh for their
dedication and devotion.

The international conference was moderated by Prof. Dr.
Ghulam Ali Buriro and he thanked Professor Dr Sarah
Ansari, Professor K. Humyun Ansari, Professor Aijaz Qureshi,
Engineer Shafique Ahmed Mahesar and Professor Dr.Fateh
Muhamamd Burfat for their kind remarks and for their
appreciation. On this occasion, certificates of appreciation
were received by Professor Nazar Hussain Chandio, Dr. Farah
Baloch, and Mr.Ayaz Channa.




MEMENTOS/SHIELDS OF HONOUR

Professor Dr. Shuja Ahmed Mahesar, presented the Shield to Honourable Vice
Chancellor Professor Dr. Fateh Muhammad Burfat. At the end, Engineer Shafique
Ahmed Mahesar, Professor Dr Sarah Ansari, Professor Humyun Ansari, Professor Aijaz
Qureshi and Dr Ghulam Ali Buriro received shields of honour from Professor Dr. Fateh
Muhammad Burfat, Vice Chancellor University of Sindh Jamshoro. Certificates have also
been presented to Dr. Zulfigar Ali Qureshi, Dr.Farah Baloch and Ayaz Channa.
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International moot on economic and
social history of Sindh held at SU

E!Ihs-mlllihm

JAMSHORO: The future sirat-
egy for economic and social de-
velopment of Sindh has to be
carefully charted ow, as any fin-
ear denvation from the national
strategy, withour carful adapin-
tion in the light of the sharp
urban-rural, ethno-linguistc,
agriculture-non agnculture in-
come divide, with the atrendant
political polarization, would
prove to be counter-productive
The Provincial Commission
should wive hagher allocition 1o
the backward distnicts of the
province while provide incen-
tives to advanced districts to
mobihize resources on their
own. Public-pnvate parmenship
should be encouraged for in-
vestment in infrastrociure and
human development. The past
practices of blaming the federal
government for all the ills and
shortcomings have not been
condocive and a different rack
needs to be adopted A more
concilistory and cooperative
path may perhaps produce bet-
ter results rather than an adver-
sarial and confroniational av-
enuve that has not worked in the
past. Hence, the growth strategy
for future develapment should
include: improving the gover-
nance and mstnutional capacity
of the provincial and district
governments by enhancing ac-
countability, transparency and
rule of law, introducing a citi-
eens” feedback system and & ro-
busi freedom of information
law making the urban economy
more competitive and efficient,
raising the producuvity of
water, livestock and agniculiural
land through water course lin-
ing, precision land leveling, in-
troducing new wvaneties of
seeds, improved crop and ani-
mpl hushandry prachces, pro-
molicn of fishenes and marnine
products and valuve-added homi-
culture, vegetables and oilsesds,
mobilizing province's own rev-
enues by refonming urban prop-
erty mx, agricuitural income
tax, improving access of the
poor, particulacly the rural fe-
male population und thosa liv-

mg in the backward districts 10
basic services such as education
and health by giving scholar-
ships, free lunches and condi-
tional cash grants for female
students, subsidies and fres
medicines. The above remarks
wara made by SU vice chancel-
lor Prof. Dr Fateh Muohammmsd
Burfat in his presidential ad-
dress at One-day Intermatonal
Conference on "Economic and
Social History of Sindh™ organ-
ized by the varsity's Pakistan
Study Centre and Senate Hall of
the Vice Chancellor Secretariat
World renowned historians
from Royal Holloway Univer-
sity of London Department of
History's Centre of Minority
Studies Prof. Dr Sarah Ansan,
Prof. Humayuwn Ansan and
noted development economics
scholar Prof. Anaz A Qureshi
from Sindh were the keynote
speakers Commissioner Sukkur
and event Chief Guest Engr
Shafique Ahmed Mahesar said
Sindh possessed rich socio-cul-
tural profile, hertage and glory,
yel due o continually deterio-
rating values and standards i
had fallen on hard times, for
which they all needed o work
hard 1o emeliorate the situation
He congratulnted Dy Burfat and
. Mahesar upon successful or-
ganization of the intemational
moot. Prol’ Sarah Ansan, delib-
erating on her topic "Sindh
From, Through and To™ said
that Karachi as a port city re-
mained academic, economic,
social, rade and commaercial
hub of the British Indian colo-
nial empire with highesi cotion
and wheat exports, She opined
that the notion that Karschi was
merely a small town, sifting al
Smdh penpheral margins was
not correct, arguing that all
along Kamchi had thrived ns an
emergetic, pulsating urban hibi-
@ in constant vibrant connec-
tivity with the world through
ratl, water and air transportafion
and communication “1 argue
for Sindh 10 have enjoved
happy nmes before duning and
after coloninl penod punctuated
by World War 1L, advent of in-
formation technology and com-

mumcation revolution. How-
ever, in the curment nmes, Sindh
was facing the imtimidating
challenges of discouraging
socio-economic indicators in
the face of populntion explosion
and a horde of other problems",
Prof Samh said Prof Hu-
mayun Ansan, dilating upon the
topic "History: [ts Role and Sig-
nificance' said that thers was
greater need for documenting
and archiving of more history
about Sindhi Diaspora residing
in Bntain. "Histonans need to
draw educated conclusions,
draw mew meamngful, origimal,
interpretive and conceptual his-
torical lines based on imrefutable
evidence; rather than merely
joiming the dots mechanically
on the basis of random goess-
work™, Prof Humayun said
Prof Humavun Ffurther ob-
served thm facts did not speak
for themselves they needed 10
be told upon by the histonans;
adding that histonans needed (o
pull wpon historical records and
illustrate them as accurately snd
conscentiowsly as possible
“Historical facts cannot be oh-
served directly without medica-
tion of the histonans who need
1o recomsinect those facts wsing
their insightful nona-Nicthional
imagination”, Prof Humayun
insistad Profl Asjazr Qureshi
said that the reason for wenk
economic growth despite an ur-
bamead, educared population
hiad been declining productivity
This is despite the Fact that the
conmbution of manufactuning
and services 1w GDP recorded
on increase during this period
while agricultural employment
in Sindh had remainad stagmant
and agriculture's contri nition 1o
the GDP had dropped. Labor
productivity in agriculture had
remained low and sieady in
Sindh over the last decade
Productivity im indusiry
and services had also started
to decline in the last three
years alter rising for most of
the last decade, |||1p!l.'m;z that
the reallocation of labor was
not transpiring according to
the classical 2concmic growth
theory how I absorb

THE END

24

SO0, 000-400 (M) new entrants
every yvear to the emploved
labor force and equip them
with appropriate education,
training and skills. how 1o
raisa the productivity of agri-
culture in the face of waler
shortages, food insecurity and
rising demond for meat, dairy
and fruits by the urban middie
class, how 1o use the relative
strengths of the wrban and
rural economies to build more
syvnergies between the two and
overcome (he existing divide,
how to improve governance
and make state institutions of -
Fective and capable for deliv-
ery of public poods and serv-
ice, how to brnidge the social
gap between the underdevel-
oped districts and the rural fe-
male population and the devel-
oped districts and urban male
population, Director Pakistan
Study Centre Prof Dr Shua
Ahmed Mahesar said that
story of Sindh required com-
prehensive and in-depth aca-
demic mvestigation to unfold
very many myths compound-
ing fruths abowt it “In this
conference, | hope we would
be able 10 know major aspécts
of history of Sidh including
the British penod and ils im-
pact on economic and social
lifie of the province. This con-
lerence will also enhance our
understanding of major histor-
ical movements and archago-
logical sites™, Dr. Mahesar
added. Emincnt writer, jour-
nalist, poer, IT business man
and SANA activist from the
U.S Ishagque Tenio also spoke
on the occasvon. Dean Faculty
of Social Sciences Prof Dr
Zareen Abbasi tendered vote
of thanks, SU senior faculty
Dr. Ghulam Ali Buriro and
SU-LELL student Ms. Alinn
Razn moderated the proceed-
ings of the moot. A large num-
ber of scholars, civil society
activists, faculty, researchers,
academics and students partic-
ipared in the conference. The
moot concloded on an insight-
ful guestion-answer episode
and award of souyvenir shields
and spprecintion cenificiles
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