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PAKISTAN STUDY CENTRE, UNIVERSITY OF SINDH, JAMSHORO 
 

PROCEEDINGS 
 

The international conference was opened with the recitation of Holy Quran. In his 
welcome note Professor Dr Shuja Ahmed Mahesar, Director Pakistan Study Centre gave 
brief introduction about Pakistan Study Centre that the Centre is established under the 
Act of Parliament 1976 and it is engaged in the study of languages, literatures, social 
structures, customs, attitudes and motivation of people of various regions of Pakistan. 
Its mission is to work with strong commitment to knowledge dissemination to the 
quality education and provision of high-quality courses to the chorts of students 
wishing to expand their skills at all levels.  

 

Professor Dr. Shuja Ahmed Mahesar, Director Pakistan Study Centre said that 
Sindh is one of the ancient regions of the world. The ancient archaeological site of 
Moen-Jo-Daro provides evidence that the Indus Civilization was a sister of Egyptian 
and Mesopotamian Civilizations.  

He further added that the name of Sindh is derived from river Indus which has 
remained major source of drinking and irrigation water in Sindh throughout 
Centuries.  Before the twentieth Century river was used as a trade route for local 
and foreign traders. This attracted foreign expeditions including the British.  When 
the British came along the river, the local people sagaciously predicted that Sindh 
has now gone. The English have seen the river which is the road to its conquest.  

Dr. Mahesar further said that in the early Nineteenth Century the physical features 
of Sindh and failure on the part of its past rulers to utilize the river Indus adequately 
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for the benefit of agriculture stalled agricultural progress.  The canals of the river 
did not guaranteed enough water for crops. There was no mechanism to control the 
mighty river at the time of rains, when huge quantities of water passed through the 
canals.  It caused floods which destroyed crops and human entire settlements. 

Dr. Shuja Ahmed Mahesar added that these uncertain conditions of life dependent 
on the river disappointed some historians including Burton who described Sindh as 
Unhappy Valley. Problems were arisen because Sindh was as yet largely unmapped. 
Most records were based on fictional accounts rather than scientific investigation.  
These records came from travellers. They lacked careful examination of its deserts, 
hills, climate, fertile soil and agricultural wealth and mineral resources. Historical 
accounts presented by Arab historians and Europeans gave incomplete picture of 
Sindh. The writings lacked analysis of social and economic and political conditions. 
Their views were coloured by political motives.  

The fictional routes of historical expedition to the discovery of ancient Sindh did not 
sufficiently satisfy the truth-seeker historians. Thus, it was maintained that Sindh 
was unfortunate in its record because it was argued that her written records buried 
the truth of other Centuries in fiction.  

However, picture of Sindh at the time of the first English attempts to connect with 
Sindh in the Seventeenth Century suggest that Sindh was an economically 
prosperous region. . In 1607 the desire of East India Company to extend trade 
activities to Sindh is evidence for commercial importance of Sindh for the British. In 
1613, Captain Paynton arrived at Thatta and described the city as one of the most 
celebrated marts of India.  In addition, Abbott quotes Terry, the Chaplain of Sir 
Thomas Roe who described the valley as very fruitful and pleasant… rich and fertile. 
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At the end Professor Dr Shuja Mahesar added that in this conference, I hope we 
would be able know about the major aspects of history of Sindh including the British 
conquest of Sindh its impact on economic and social history. We will also learn 
about the role of British in the making of Sindh. This conference will also increase 
our understanding of economic history and history of major Archaeological sites of 
Sindh. 

Professor Dr Fateh Muhammad Burfat Vice Chancellor university of Sindh Jamshoro 
said that practices of blaming the federal government for all ills and shortcomings were 
not conducive and a different track needed to be adopted, adding that a more 
conciliatory and cooperative path might perhaps produce better results rather than an 
adversarial and confrontational avenue that had not worked in the past. Dr Burfat 
further said that growth strategy for future development included improved 
governance and institutional capacity of provincial and district governments by 
enhancing accountability, transparency and rule of law.  
 

 
 
The Honourable Vice Chancellor further added that the higher allocations should be 
given to backward districts while incentives should be provided to advanced districts 
to mobilize resources on their own. Public-private partnership should be encouraged 
for investment in infrastructure and human development.  
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Engineer Shafique Ahmed Mahesar, Commission Sukkur 
Division who was the Chief Guest, said that Sindh possessed 
rich socio-cultural profile, heritage and glory, but due to 
continually deteriorating values and standards, it had fallen 
on hard times for which they all needed to work hard to 
ameliorate the situation.  
 
 
 
 

 
Dr Sarah Ansari, Renowned historians from Royal Holloway University of London UK 
said that Karachi as a port city remained academic, economic, social, trade and 
commercial hub of British Indian colonial empire with highest cotton and wheat 
exports. 
 
She opined that the notion that Karachi was merely a small 
town was not correct as Karachi had thrived as an energetic, 
pulsating urban habitat in connectivity with the world 
through rail, water and air transportation and 
communication.  
 
Dr Sarah further said that I argue for Sindh to have enjoyed 
happy times before during and after colonial period 
punctuated by World War-II, advent of information 
technology and communication revolution. She added that 
in current times, Sindh was facing intimidating challenges of discouraging socio-
economic indicators in the face of population explosion and a host of other problems.  
 
 
Professor Humyun Ansari dilating upon ‘History: Its role and significance’ said that 
there was greater need for documenting and archiving of more history about Sindhi 

diaspora residing in Britain. ‘Historians need to draw 
educated conclusion, draw new meaningful, original, 
interpretive and conceptual historical lines based on 
irrefutable evidence rather than merely joining dots 
mechanically on the basis of random guesswork’.  
 
Professor Humyun observed that facts did not speak for 
themselves; they needed to be told by historians. He added 
that historians needed to illustrate historical records 
conscientiously. ‘Historical facts cannot be observed directly 
without medication of historians who need to reconstruct 
those facts using their insightful non-fictional imagination’.   
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Professor Aijaz Qureshi said reason for weak economic 
growth despite an urbanized, educated population had 
been declining productivity. That was despite the fact that 
contribution of manufacturing and services to gross 
domestic product (GDP) recorded an increase during this 
period while agricultural employment in Sindh had 
remained stagnant and agriculture’s contribution to the 
GDP had dropped. 
He further said that labour productivity in agriculture had 
remained low and steady in Sindh in the past decade. 
Productivity in industry and services had started to 

decline in the past three years after rising for most of the past decade, implying that 
reallocation of labour was not transpiring according to classical economic growth 
theory. 
 
Towards the end, Prof. Dr. Zareen Abbasi, Dean Faculty of 
Social Sciences, University of Sindh Jamshoro presented vote 
of thanks and appreciated the speeches for their 
participation in the International Conference. She also 
thanked the learned speakers, scholars, guests and students, 
for their participation in the Conference and for making the 
international conference a great success. She particularly 
appreciated the contribution of the staff and students of the 
Pakistan Study Centre, University of Sindh for their 
dedication and devotion.  
 
The international conference was moderated by Prof. Dr. 
Ghulam Ali Buriro and he thanked Professor Dr Sarah 
Ansari, Professor K. Humyun Ansari, Professor Aijaz Qureshi, 
Engineer Shafique Ahmed Mahesar and Professor Dr.Fateh 
Muhamamd Burfat for their kind remarks and for their 
appreciation. On this occasion, certificates of appreciation 
were received by Professor Nazar Hussain Chandio, Dr. Farah 
Baloch, and Mr.Ayaz Channa. 
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MEMENTOS/SHIELDS OF HONOUR 
Professor Dr. Shuja Ahmed Mahesar, presented the Shield to Honourable Vice 
Chancellor Professor Dr. Fateh Muhammad Burfat. At the end, Engineer Shafique 
Ahmed Mahesar, Professor Dr Sarah Ansari, Professor Humyun Ansari, Professor Aijaz 
Qureshi and Dr Ghulam Ali Buriro received shields of honour from Professor Dr. Fateh 
Muhammad Burfat, Vice Chancellor University of Sindh Jamshoro. Certificates have also 
been presented to Dr. Zulfiqar Ali Qureshi, Dr.Farah Baloch and Ayaz Channa. 
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THE END 
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