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PAKISTAN STUDY CENTRE, UNIVERSITY OF SINDH, JAMSHORO

The gratitude one day seminar: “China-Pak Economic Corridor: A Road of High Hopes
in an Uncertain World” by Professor Meritorious Dr. Igbal Ahmed Panhwar, Pro-Vice-
Chancellor, University of Sindh Jamshoro was held at the Pakistan Study Centre,
University of Sindh, Jamshoro, as a part of celebration of Independence Day for holding
useful educative event for the students, scholars, and faculty of university.

ACKNOWLEDGMENT Professor Dr. Farzana Balocch
Director
Pakistan Study Centre

WELCOME ADDRESS Professor Dr. Farzana Baloch
Director
Pakistan Study Centre
University of Sindh, Jamshoro

CHIEF GUEST/ SPEAKER Prof. Dr. Igbal Ahmed Panhwar
Pro-Vice-Chancellor,
University of Sindh Jamshoro

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS BY Prof. Dr. Nagina Parveen
Dean
Faculty of Social Science
University Of Sindh Jamshoro

2|Page



ACKNOWLEDGMENT

I would like to acknowledge and extend my heartfelt gratitude the contribution
of the staff, scholars, and participants with whose unstinted support, the Seminar on
“China-Pak Economic Corridor: A Road of High Hopes in an Uncertain World ” held
at the conference hall of Pakistan Study Centre, University of Sindh, Jamshoro on
Monday 22" August 2016 @ 10:30 am, earned wide acclaim and recognition.

| express my gratitude to Prof. Dr. Muhammad Siddiqui Kalhoro,
Honourable Vice Chancellor, University of Sindh, Jamshoro, for his vital encouragement
and support.
I would like to express my special gratitude and thanks our worthy
Prof. Dr. Nagina Parveen, Dean Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Sindh,
Jamshoro for sparing her precious time to preside over the programme.
| am especially thankful to Professor Meritorious Guest Speaker Honourable
Dr. Igbal Ahmed Panhwar, Former Pro-Vice-Chancellor, University of Sindh Jamshoro
for accepting our invitation. His address on the “China-Pak Economic Corridor: A Road
of High Hopes in an Uncertain World ” was highly inspirational and motivating.
In the end, I must thankful to Mr. Ayaz Channa for his assistance. He rendered with
the sense of devotion to duty particularly for the preparing, composing and printing of
various working papers and document are sincerely appreciated. | am also thankful to the

staff of Pakistan Study Centre, Jamshoro for their cooperation.

Jamshoro
Dated, 22.08.2016
PROF. DR. FARZANA BALOCH
Director
Pakistan Study Centre
University of Sindh, Jamshoro
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VISION

Many objectives, the Pakistan Study Centre
has a special interest promoting, the study of
languages, literature, science, custom, social
structures, attitudes and motivations of the
people of various regions of Pakistan. It
strives a combat ignorance so as to raise
awareness about much needed and deprived
areas of education in culture, languages,
literature and socio-political scenario.

MISSION
The Pakistan Study Centre,
University of Sindh, Jamshoro,
stands for creating an
environment of learning in the
context of ideology of Pakistan,
the hallmark of country,
independence, solidarity and
road map to development and
prosperity.



PAKISTAN STUDY CENTRE, UNIVERSITY OF SINDH, JAMSHORO

Prof. Dr. Farzana Baloch welcomed the distinguished
= guests and the audience for being at the Centre to join
am the recognition seminar on “China-Pak Economic
Corridor: A Road of High Hopes in an Uncertain
World ”. The gathering will focus on the Pak-China
economic relations. The purpose is to motivate the

present generation, especially the young students to

‘é“”"‘i}' enhance their knowledge. She expressed her heartiest
gratitude’s to all for attending the seminar. On behalf of Pakistan Study Centre, she
thanked to Dr. Igbal Ahmed Panhwar that he very kindly agreed to participate in the
seminar.

She introduced the guest speaker as under:

Professor Dr. Igbal Ahmed Panhwar has more than forty years teaching, research,
consulting-economic, financial, budgeting and auditing, training coordination, research
supervision, academic management and administration experience in interdisciplinary
setups of Academic Institutions, Government, Regulatory Organization and International
Development Agencies to his credit and has authored more than 100 Research
publications/reports on economic and social analyses of public policies and programmes.
Dr. Panhwar has recently (February 2016) retired as Dean Faculty of Management
Sciences, Bharia University and also served as Pro-Vice Chancellor and Meritorious
Professor at University of Sindh. He was actively involved in academic/administration,
curriculum development, academia and industry linkage, organizing of seminars,
symposia & workshops and representation on statutory bodies of the public and private
Universities during his seven years association as Director General with University

Grants Commission (UGC/HEC). Recently, Dr. Panhwar was working as Economic
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Advisor in a multidisciplinary team of expatriates, appointed by the World Bank for
assisting in its change management programme on participatory basis in Irrigation and
Drainage Sector.

Further, the audience were informed that Dr. Panhwar has undertaken assignments
with International Development Agencies, including Overseas Development
Administration (ODA), Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC),
Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA), The World Bank (IDA), Asian
Development Bank (ADB), Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA), The United
States Agency for International Development (USAID), Food and Agriculture
Organization) (FAO) and Higher Education for Development and Cooperation (HEDCO-
Ireland). Dr. Panhwar is supervising Ph.D and M.Phil/MS students in the field of
Business Administration, Economics and Education at public/private institutions in Sindh
Province of Pakistan. He is recipient of two prestigious awards in the field of education
and research in social sciences.

In the end, Dr. Farzana Baloch thanked to all colleagues and staff members of
Pakistan Study Centre who took every effort to make the successful seminar program.

Pakistan Zindabad
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HIGHLIGHTS OF PROF. DR. IQBAL AHMED PANHWAR

After the welcome address, the learned Guest Speaker was invited to the podium. He
thanked the organizers for giving him an opportunity to speak about “China-Pak
Economic Corridor: A Road of High Hopes in an Uncertain World”.

Prof. Dr. Igbal Ahmed Panhwar addressed the audience in a very fervent style and
spoke from his heart in a tone that touched the every fingers of the listener’s heart. He
started his presentation and he said that regional connectivity is one of the pillars of the

vision of 2025 of the Government of Pakistan. In this regard, CPEC (China-Pakistan
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Economic Corridor) is considered as vital for Pakistan to achieve the regional
connectivity and to enhance trade and cooperation with the regional countries. The CPEC
is significant for China as well. CPEC will link up with the grand Chinese plan of the Silk
Road Economic Belt to connect China with Europe through Central Asia. This, in turn,
will help China to promote policy exchange, road networks, and currency circulation.
Pak-China long-term partnership on CPEC is new modern life for both countries. While
the CPEC can theoretically be a game changer for Pakistan, its fate is surrounded by
various uncertainties such as terrorism, unpredictable security situation, especially in
KPK and Baluchistan, cooperation among the Pakistani provinces over CPEC, and

Uighur militants in Chinese province of Xinjiang. This study reflects at various
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developments that CPEC will bring. The study also looks at various threats being faced
by CPEC to come up with an action plan to achieve CPEC benefits with better risk
management.

The speaker added that: The China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) is expected
to further strengthen trade and economic cooperation between the two countries. In
2010, China declared Kasghar, an important transit point on the ancient Silk Route and a
gateway between China and Pakistan, as a Special Economic Zone (SEZ) with the idea to
develop the Chinese Western province of Xinjiang into a major trading hub leading to
energy and economic integration with South and Central Asia. The SEZs in the Pakistani
port of Gawadar and Kashgar and the prospects of rail and road connectivity between
proposed SEZs would develop great economic, political and strategic potential for the
region. The concept of CPEC though started from 2006, was formally presented by
Pakistani Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif during his visit to China in November 2014. The
two countries signed 19 agreements and Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to boost
the bilateral ties between China and Pakistan in various fields including energy and basic

infrastructure sectors. The corridor is expected to cut the 12,000-kilometre route that

Middle East oil supplies must now take to reach Chinese ports (South China Morning
Post, 2014).




The four main pillars of CPEC are (i) Gawadar Port, (ii) Communication
Infrastructure, (iii) Energy Infrastructure, and (iv) Industrial Zones. The China Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC) and the Bangladesh-China-India-Myanmar (BCIM)

Economic Corridor are officially classified as “closely related to the Belt and Road

Initiative”. China is now the number one Foreign Direct Investor (FDI) in Pakistan, just

b e

Prof. Dr. Ibal Ahmed Panhwar kept audience in good spirits by telling very
interesting facts about CPEC and Its Impact on Pakistan Industry. The economy of
Pakistan is expected to transform from US$ 237 billion to much larger economy. The
World Bank’s latest report sees positive growth of Pakistan’s economy under the CPEC
investment. Industrial zones will be set up. New universities will be built focusing on
Chinese language and culture and the revival of the ancient Silk Road on modern lines.
The universities will be part of the knowledge corridor. Agriculture would be modernize
specially on Chinese technology of agro-chemicals, pesticides, seeds, fertilizers, and
research would be provided to farmers in Pakistan as disclosed at an expo held in Lahore
recently. Chinese agri-technology and cooperative forming would revolutionize Pakistani

agricultural production on Chinese pattern.
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He further added that in CEPEC project faced many Security threats but Pakistan and
China will together handle this problem. He added more there are certainly security-
related threats linked to the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor and while most might
originate in Pakistan, the Xinjiang province in western China is also facing security
threats from Uighur militants and the East Turkestan Islamic Movement (ETIM).

During 2015 was a landmark year in the history of Pakistan, as the state and society
came up with a long-awaited resolve against terrorism. Statistically, in the year 2015, the
number of terrorism incidents marked a decline of 48 percent compared to the year
before, which is the highest-ever decrease between any two years since 2007, when
militants had stepped up their onslaught against Pakistani state and society. Certainly, a
sense of security prevailed among masses, a significant outcome of the improved security

matrix of the country. However, the challenge of countering terrorism as well as religious

extremism still needs concerted and coordinated efforts.

The National Action Plan (NAP) was the manifestation of the resolve of the nation
against terrorism. The NAP galvanized all political parties and military leadership to
publicly vow against terrorism, besides bringing out government’s counter-militancy
efforts in the public debate. In just one year, since the Army Public School (APS) was
attacked in December 2014, it appears that Pakistani state and society have successfully
constructed a narrative of zero tolerance against terrorism. The spaces for extremist’s
apologists in public discussions and mainstream media are gradually shrinking, which

contributed in keeping the discourse on counterterrorism focused. However, the
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perception that the government woke up only after the APS attack is not true. Some
fragmented responses already existed but these were not connected with a broader
counterterrorism framework. The NAP was an attempt to fill this void.

Dr. Igbal continued that some of the greatest challenges in the way of successful
completion of the PCEC are: the security situation in Pakistan, political unrest,
administrative issues, west/east route controversy and the skill-level of the Pakistani
workforce working on the project. The security situation in Pakistan would remain a
major issue in the way of realizing the full potential of the PCEC. As far as the security
of the PCEC’s connectivity infrastructure is concerned, the motorway from Gawadar to
Ratodero (the M-8) is particularly tricky.

Although there is a political consensus in Pakistan when it comes to Pak-China
relations, political instability in Pakistan can and has affected the smooth-sailing of the
PCEC. Delay in various projects related to Gawadar had increased their costs from Rs8
billion (around $79 million) to Rs.100 billion (around $992 million) in six years.

In his concluding address Prof. Dr. Igbal Ahmed Panhwar gave advices for the
betterment of CPEC project. In this regard he added that Long-term political stability in
Pakistan is vital to smoothly implement the projects like the China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor. Although the prevailing environment of insecurity, militancy and violence in
Pakistan can pose serious threats to the construction of the China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor, the level and nature of this threat is not uniform across Pakistan.

For China, the CPEC links up with its more ambitious Silk Road Economic Belt
(SREB) project, thereby adding to its significance, especially in the backdrop of the
development of a Special Economic Zone (SEZ) in Kashgar. Moreover, Gawadar is
important for China to connect its less developed western part with Persian Gulf and
beyond for trade. Developing on a strong foundation of friendly relations between the
two countries, the multidimensional CPEC is receiving the highest level of government
interest in both the countries. With agreements already inked on road, rail, and fiber-optic

links, the development of Gawadar port, and a host of energy cooperation projects, the
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CPEC is very much on its way in realizing the goal of bringing mutual prosperity to the
two countries.
In the end, He said thanks the organizers of the event, the personalities present and
participants for their attention.
Pakistan Zindabad

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS BY PROF. DR. NAGINA PARVEEN

Prof. Dr. Nagina Parveen, Dean Faculty
of Social Sciences, University of Sindh,
Jamshoro was requested to address the audience.
She came to the dice with cheers from the
audience and made a brief but brilliant speech.
She said that the Pakistan and China enjoys time

tested cooperative relationship. The relationship

is marked by the close economic, political and

strategic cooperation. In fact, China is savior of

Pakistan’s economy. China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor project is evidence for long lasting friendship between Pakistan and China.

She further shared the main challenges for Pak-China Economic Corridor that are
mentioned below:

e China-Pakistan economic corridor will confront the challenge of climate
conditions in the winter season, transportation through roads face troubles and
roads get obstructed because of snow in the region. The snow activities would be
lunched for opening the routes. Because of the snowfall, there are immense
possibilities of road accidents and blockage.

e The another challenge is the problem of terrorism, the militants from Afghanistan
may disturb the area, that inside the area of Pakistan, the Tehrik-e-Taliban (TTP)
is a militant group which existed in the territory of Pakistan and they create

hurdles in the development projects of Pakistan. From the Chinese side, the East
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Turkistan Islamic Movement (ETIM) the separatist development in Xinjiang also
creates hurdles for the project. But, China has implemented sufficient measures to
get control over the militant activities.

e The principal challenge to the corridor is the external elements which were
supporting and provide financial assistance to terrorist associations in Pakistan. the
administration of Pakistan has raised this issue with the neighboring nations to
control the insurgency. For handling this, China and Pakistan have consented to
work together for counter insurgence and terrorism. Both governments are settled
upon the joint security component for the Chinese laborers in Pakistan.

She congratulated Dr. Igbal Ahmed Panhwar to enhance the brilliant knowledge of the
economic and social impact of CPEC to the students of Pakistan Studies. She further
informed the forum that Dr. Panhwar has discussed the various important challenges and
opportunities in detail.

She also thanked again Prof. Dr. Igbal Ahmed Panhwar who came to share his research.
At the end, she expressed her pleasure over holding of this recognition seminar and
praised the arrangements made by the Pakistan Study Centre under the leadership of their

Director, Prof. Dr. Farzana Baloch.

VOTE OF THANKS BY DR. SHUJA AHMED MAHESAR

Dr. Shuja Ahmed Mahesar presented his vote of thanks. He
thanked Prof. Dr. Igbal Ahmed Panhwar and appreciated his
kindness and consideration for accepting the invitation. On
the successful completion of the Seminar, he expressed
gratitude and thanks on behalf of the Pakistan Study Centre to
Meritorious Professor Dr. Igbal Ahmed Panhwar, Pro-Vice-

Chancellor, University of Sindh, who very kindly consented

to conduct over the seminar. He also thanked to Prof. Dr. Nagina Parveen Somooro, Dean
Faculty of Social Science, University of Sindh, Jamshoro, who very consented to preside

over the seminar.
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DAILY NEWSPAPER CLIPPINGS

China-Pak Economic Corridor |
is vital for both countries: 2

Dr.Iqbal Panhwar H

rector, Pakistan Study Centre presented the de- | of
tailed introduction of the guest speaker formally | w
welcomed the guest speaker and the audience. In | la
her welcome speech, she said that Pakistan Sludy
Centre was greatly honored to organize the semi-
| nar. She thanked Dr. Igbal Ahmed Panhwar and
'| other guests for their presence. Dr. Shuja Ahmed

| Mahesar conducted the proceedings of the semi- C
nar. A large number of teachers, scholars and stu-
dems participated in this seminar.
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caskm Dt?gn’h,war inhisp:e observed -
' that regional connectivity was one of the pillars of
the vision 2025 of the Government of Pakistan. In
this regard, CEPC (China-Pakistan Economic Cor-
ridor) was considered vital for Pakistan to achieve |
the regxoual connectivity and enhance trade and L
cooperation with the regional countries. He said M
that the CPEC was significant for China as well. A
CPEC will link up with the grand Chinese plan of
the Silk Road Economic Belt to connect China
with Europe through Central Asia. This, in turn, *
would help China promote policy exchange, road -
network, and currency f:i;ggation. Pmaléocm i
long-term partnership on was vital for

the countries. While the CPEC could theoretically

be a game changer for Pakistan, its fate was sur- 1
rounded by various uncertainties. Dr. Panhwar fur-
umobservedlhminspiteofallthosemrems,he
was sure; Pakistan and China would take this ini-
tiative to its successful emleuon through mutual

understanding su. cooperation. Earlier,
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of Social Sciences remarked that the CPEC semi-
uatwasbemgbeldataomumcasut‘aoed
multiple threats by those who did not want to see
Pakistan on a path of progress. She observed that
she was sure that CPEC would take off against all
odds. Sull earlier, Prof. Dr. Fnrnmsalodh. D;-
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